FRIENDS OF 


Fishboume 
ROMAN PALACE 


Party time at 


The Palace 


On Thursday ist June 2006, the 
Collections Discovery Centre will open to 
the public for the very first time, just 14 
weeks since a unique event was held to 
mark its completion. 


On Saturday 18th February 2006 Fishbourne Roman Palace celebrated this milestone in 
its exciting development in style, with a fundraising party in what is now the Topps Tiles 
Reserve Collections Store. More than 220 people, including many Friends attended this 
truly once in a lifetime opportunity. The venue in the new building now houses the 
reserve archaeological collections of both Fishbourne Roman Palace and Chichester 
District Museum. The event raised over £3,500, with everyone enjoying a Roman 
inspired buffet meal, silent auction, tombola stall and artefact quiz, all the prizes being 
generously donated by local businesses including the Marriott Goodwood Park & 
Country Club, The Millstream Hotel and Restaurant, Crouchers Country Hotel & 
Restaurant, Timothy Rowe Jewellers and Cred FairTrade Jewellery 


On the evening Peter Drewett, Chairman of 
the Sussex Archaeological Society, owners 
of Fishbourne Roman Palace, said “This is 
an extremely special occasion. I’m not sure 
that some 12 years ago when we first 
discussed this development any of us really 
believed our dreams would come true. But 
thanks to the help and generosity of many of 
you here, and the determination and sheer 
hard work of the Fishbourne team lead by 
David Rudkin the Director, we have made 
it.” 


Now the excitement is mounting as the finishing touches are being put to the final phase 
of the refurbishment of the building protecting the mosaics so we can be ready for the 
opening on June Ist. 


That weekend we shall be in party mood once again with a series of special guests, 
demonstrations and activities taking place all round the site to celebrate the 
transformation of Fishbourne Roman Palace. 


On Saturday 3rd June our very special guest is Lindsey Davis, author of the famous 
Falco series of novels set in the time of the Roman Empire and an Emperor Friend of 
Fishbourne Roman Palace. During the day Lindsey will be giving readings at 1lam, 2pm 
and 3pm and available to sign books and answer questions throughout the day. We are 
extremely grateful for Lindsey’s support once again as it will be a particularly busy week 
for her with: “See Delphi and Die” published in paperback, an episode of the BBC 
Radio 4 serial of “Venus in Copper” broadcast on Friday morning and her appearance on 
James Naughtie’s BBC Radio 4 Book Club talking about “Time to Depart’ on the 
Sunday afternoon! 


Throughout the weekend we will also have “The Roman Trader” on site. Never before 
seen at Fishbourne, this will comprise an authentic type Roman tent with a metalworking 
display and demonstrations throughout the day, plus for the ladies displays and 
explanations of cosmetics, hygiene and medicine from the period. 


Other treats in store for the weekend are still being confirmed, but rest assured there will 
be something for everyone at this very special, celebratory occasion. 
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Invitation 


You are invited to join us on 


Saturday 27th May 2006 
Between 2pm - 4pm 


For an 


Exclusive Friends Event 
To meet the curator and 
enjoy a Preview Tour 
of the Collections 
Discovery 


We want you to be the very 
first visitors to see the new 
building in action. 
Take a tour of the store and 
learn all about it 


Plus take the chance to 
see the new-look 
main building 


RSVP by Monday 23rd May 


See inside cover for details 


The Sussex © 


Meet the Curator of Archaeology at an Exclusive Friends Event 


On 31st October Dr. Robert Symmons joined the Fishbourne Team as Curator of Archaeology, 
a new post created as a result of the development at Fishbourne Roman Palace. Rob came 
from the Natural History Museum, where he had been working as a Research Assistant since 
January 2002. : 


Rob knows Fishbourne well having worked as site supervisor during the excavations in both 1996 and 1998. 
He is based in the new Collections Discovery Centre and is responsible for looking after both Fishbourne 
Roman Palace’s and Chichester District Museum’s reserve archaeological collections, managing visitor access 
to the Centre and developing opportunities for the Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace. 


~ David Rudkin, director of Fishbourne Roman Palace said, “We were delighted to welcome Rob back to Fishbourne at such an exciting 
time. His knowledge of the site combined with his experience, skills and proven ability to work as part of a team made him the ideal 
candidate for this unique post. I am sure staff and volunteers all agree he has adapted to his role extremely well.” 


On Saturday May 27th Rob is inviting Friends to an exclusive pre-opening tour of the Collections Discovery Centre between 2pm — 
4pm. It has been transformed since the preview some Friends attended last December. It now not only has light, but the reserve 
archaeological collections from Fishbourne and Chichester District Museum have been moved in, the Rudkin Room is ready for 
education workshops and private hire, plus the Joseph Brooks Research Room and Conservation Laboratory are complete. 


Please come along to this exclusive event, to meet Rob and get a unique insight to his role, take a tour the Collections Discovery 
Centre and handle some of the artefacts. 


RSVP to Tracey Richardson on 01243 785859 or email projectfish@sussexpast.co.uk Places are limited 
so book early to avoid disappointment. 


Showtime at The Palace 


Music amongst the Mosaics 
Wednesday 2ist June 2006 — 7.30pm 


“Amonn AL Mahroug made the air ring with his breathtaking Saxophone playing” 
Sue Fitzgerald - Wickham Music Week 


Relax and enjoy a magical evening with a programme of easy listening music in the 
wonderful atmosphere of Fishbourne Roman Palace with Amonn AL-Mahroug - 
classical saxophonist - and friends. Tickets £10 reduced price for Friends of £9. 


Viva Vivaldi 
Thursday 13th July 2006 — 7.30pm 


“Duo Dorado, casting off the stuffy image of early music without dumbing it down.” 
The Spotlight 


Duo Dorado, Hazel Brooks (Baroque Violin) and David Pollock (Harpsichord) 
A Baroque Musical Feast. Passion, sweetness and virtuosity from eighteenth century 
Europe exemplified by the much loved and admired compositions of Vivaldi. 


Ticket details to be confirmed 


We are delighted to welcome the musical talents of Amonn Al Mahroug and Duo 
Dorado back to the Palace. For both these events the doors will open from 6.30pm 
giving the audience ample time to view the refurbished North Wing and its 

collection of mosaics before the concerts begin in the courtyard. 


Open Air Theatre - Treasure Island 
Wednesday 23rd August 2006 — 7pm 


The Quantum Theatre Company come to Fishbourne for the first time ever to 
perform this magical tale in the beautiful surroundings of the gardens at Fishbourne 
Roman Palace. Come along early to enjoy a picnic before the performance and see 
the Palace’s own treasures. 


Ticket details to be confirmed 


The Ermine Street Guard March on Fishbourne Roman Palace 


A real treat is in store during the weekend of Saturday 7th and Sunday 
8th October, the Ermine Street Guard return to Fishbourne Roman 
Palace. Complete with their horses, weapons, military camp and 
followers to entertain and enthral with demonstrations of Roman 
military might and life in the Roman Army. 


The Ermine Street Guard is a society dedicated to research into the Roman 
Army and the reconstruction of Roman armour and equipment. Since its 
formation in 1972 the Guard has become firmly established as the leading 
society making such a detailed and accurate study of this subject 


Don’t miss this fabulous opportunity to meet the Roman Army at it’s best. 
Friends enjoy 10% discount on standard entry price. 


Topps response to request for help! 


As the first phase of the development at Fishbourne draws to a close we have an 
opportunity to thank all those whose generosity has made the project possible. 
Every single penny donated has helped us towards achieving our goal and we 
thank everyone from the Heritage Lottery Fund for their grant of £2.54 million to 
the individuals who drop their change in the collecting jar. 


history and make it available to the public. 
The focus on the history of mosaic is also 
irresistible for someone like me who has 
spent a lifetime in the tile business.” 


Stuart’s interest in mosaics has also lead to 
a partnership between Topps Tiles and 


In particular we would like to thank Stuart 
and Hilary Williams of the Williams 
Charitable Trust. Their donation of 
£33,700 made last autumn has enabled us 
to fit out both the sensitive and main 
archaeological stores in the Collections 
Discovery Centre. Stuart co-founder and 
now President of Topps Tiles plc, the 
largest tile and wood flooring specialist in 
Britain, said on presenting the cheque 
“Work proposed for Fishbourne Roman 
Palace strikes a chord for me on two 
major fronts. It offers a unique 
opportunity to conserve our ancient 


BAMM - the British Association of 
Modern Mosaics, with the launch in 2005 
of the Topps Tiles Award for Achievement 
in Mosaic, which we hope to become 
involved with as a way of further 
developing our relationship with both the 
company and the Association. 

The new home of both Fishbourne and 
Chichester District Museum’s reserve 
archaeological collections will be known as 
the Topps Tiles Reserve Collections Stores 
in recognition of Stuart and Hilary’s 
extremely generous support. 


Awards for All — Fishbourne included! 


Awards for All England is supported by the Arts Council England, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, and Sport England. Grants of between £300 and £5,000 are available 
for people to take part in art, sport, heritage and community activities, and projects 
that promote education, the environment and health in the local community. 


Fishbourne Roman Palace seized the opportunity and applied for a grant of £5,000 


Proposed replica kitchen in the Rudkin Room 


to fit out the new education workshop in the Collections Discovery Centre. Now 
known as the Rudkin Room in recognition of David Rudkin’s contribution to the 
development at the Palace. The grant will cover the cost of tables, chairs, cupboards, materials, replica Roman pottery and a mural as in 
the existing workshops. In addition a state of the art smart board, projector and screen will be installed to bring the education facility 
right up to date, compatible to the systems now used in most schools. Suzanne Evans, who leads the education team at Fishbourne said 
“The Awards for All Grant will enable us to make full use of the new space to expand our workshops to school groups as well as 
extending our offer of adult education classes and the opportunity to hire out the facility for use by other groups and organisations.” 


Dates for the diary 


Saturday 27th May 2pm — 4pm Exclusive Friends Collection Discovery Centre Preview. Take the first tours 
of the Topps Tiles Reserve Collection stores and meet the Curator — Dr Rob Symmons. 


RSVP by calling 01243°785859 or email projectfish@sussexpast.co.uk 
Thursday ist June 


Saturday 3rd and 
Sunday 4th June 


Collections Discovery Centre opens to the public 


Celebrating the Collections Discovery Centre opening Visit the “Roman Trader” 
see demonstrations of metal working, cosmetics and medicine, meet the archaeologist 
anda whole host of other exciting activities throughout the weekend of celebrations. 


Saturday 3rd June Special Guest - Lindsey Davis, author of Falco fame and Emperor Friend at Fishbourne. 


Readings, Talks and Book Signings — 11am, 2pm and 3pm 


Wednesday 21st June 
Thursday 29th June 
Thursday 13th July 

Friday 28th July 
Wednesday 23rd August 
Wednesday 20th September 
7th and 8th October 


Music amongst the Mosaics 7.30pm — in aid of the development Appeal 
1iam — 1pm — Exclusive Friends “ Behind the Scenes” 

Viva Vivaldi — Duo Dorado 7.30pm 

11am — 1pm — Exclusive Friends “ Behind the Scenes” 

Open Air Theatre — Treasure Island — 7pm 

11am — 1pm - Exclusive Friends “ Behind the Scenes” 


The Ermine Street Guard - Roman soldiers with their horses displaying weaponry 


and battle tactics plus lots of “Hands-on” activities to try. (see page 3) 


23rd — 27th October 


Become a Volunteer 


Volunteering gives you, our Friends, the opportunity to 
become even more closely involved with the Palace and its 
treasures. And with the opening of the new Collections 
Discovery Centre there are new and exciting volunteering 
vacancies including: Becoming a Collections Discovery 
Centre guide. Take visitors into the Topps Tiles Reserve 
Collection Store, explain what is in the collection, how we 
catalogue and store the archaeological finds and then delve 
into the shelves and see if the visitors can identify the 
objects you show them. A great way to learn all about the 
archaeology now at Fishbourne dating from Boxgrove man 
to the Victorians, as well as about the Roman Palace itself. 


Please contact Suzanne Evans on 01243 785859 
to learn more about all the opportunities 
available and discuss how to become involved. 


Fishbourne Roman Palace Opening Times: 


? 


March — July and September - October: 
Daily 10am — 5pm 


August: Daily 10am — 6pm 


Fishbourne Roman Palace, Salthill Road, Fishbourne, 
Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 3QR 


Tel: 01243 785859 
Email: projectfish@sussexpast.co.uk 
Website: www.sussexpast.co.uk/fishbourne 


Roman Army Week. Great interactive fun for all the family. 


Recruit a Friend 


Like most organisations we need all the Friends we can get! Which 
is why although the entry price to Fishbourne is increasing from Ist 
June, Friends membership rates are being held until Ist October 
2006, making Friendship even better value for regular visitors. If 


you know someone who you think would be interested in joining 
the Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace please pass on the 
enclosed leaflet and tell them all about the unique benefits and 
opportunities plus this special offer and encourage them to take 
advantage of free entry to the Palace now. 


Buy A Brick 


With the Collections Discovery Centre complete we are now 
re-launching the scheme to fundraise for the re-display of the 
museum, so if you havent bought one yet you still have the chance. 


Bricks make a great gift for any occasion. For a minimum donation 
of just £5.00 a brick will be allocated in the name of your choice, 
you can buy one brick, several bricks or a whole wall! A special 
‘Buy a Brick’ Certificate will be sent to your nominated recipient 
recognising your donation and support for our appeal. 


Simply fill in and return the enclosed form (photocopy additional 
forms if required), order online at www.sussexpastshop.co.uk 
or call 01243 785859. 


Make a Donation 


Although the first phase of the development is nearing completion 
we still have to raise the £300,000 we need to re-display the 
museum and achieve our target of raising £1 million in total to 
complete the project. 


To make a donation please use the enclosed form. 


The Friends of Fishbourne Roman Palace is a subsidiary of The Sussex Archaeological Society. 
Registered Charity Number 207037 Registered Company Limited by guarantee Number 202795 


